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Abstract

A boutique investment bank takes its Chinese name from the two sexagenary-cycle years in
which Wittgenstein composed the Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus, and states as its
founding intent the ambition to contribute to and refine the philosophical system of
boutique investment banking. This paper reconstructs five components of that system, tests
its correspondence with the Tractatus proposition by proposition, and argues that only
4.116 holds in a strong sense while the picture theory and proposition 7 stand in analogical
rather than genealogical relation. It then states four costs and four failure conditions, the
heaviest being the systematic under-weighting of knowledge that is real but not articulable.
The conclusion is modest: the philosophical seriousness of a system lies not in whom it

cites, but in whether it states its own limits in refutable form.
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